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Risk-Based Oversight Approach 

• Section 6.1.1, IMPROVE THE MANAGEMENT 
AND OVERSIGHT PROCESS 

 
“A risk-based assessment approach will be used to ensure 
oversight is appropriately applied to each defense nuclear 
facility.” 

 



Risk-Based Oversight Approach 

• DEGREE OF OVERSIGHT >>>>LEVEL OF RISK 
• Risk-Based Oversight approach used by: 

– Federal Aviation Administration 
– Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
– FDA 
– Wall Street 



Risk-Based Oversight Approach 
FAA 

• FAA relies heavily on enforcement of 
regulations written in response to past 
incidents, not anticipation and prevention of 
potential problems before they arise. 

• Works well for known safety risks, but requires 
significant resources to monitor everything. 



Risk-Based Oversight Approach 
NRC 

• U.S. NRC Report, NUREG/CR-7195, Risk-Informed and 
Performance-Based Oversight of Radiological Emergency 
Response Programs 
– Concept for performance-based oversight of offsite radiological 

emergency response preparedness  
– Provides framework for alternative oversight regimen  
– Proposes initial set of objective performance indicators, differential 

levels of oversight intervention based on degree to which performance 
targets are met 



Risk-Based Oversight Approach 

• Working Group  
• Charter due by October 1, 2015 
• Pilot Process Improvements in FY2016 
• Report to Deputy Secretary by February 1, 

2017 for decision on inclusion into the next 
update of 151.1 
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